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One of Woolf’s most
popular works is A Koomt of One’s Own (1929),
an extended analysis of the subject of women
and creativity, In this selection, taken from that
volume, Woolf creates a hypothetical argument
to demonstrate the limitations encountered by
women in Shakespeare’s time,
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imaginative work that is, is not dropped like a pebble upon
the ground, as science may be; fiction is like a spider’s web,
attached ever so lightly perhaps, but still attached to life at
all four corners. Often the attachment is scarcely percep-
tible; Shakespeare’s plays, for instance, seem to hang there
complete by themselves, But when the web is pulled askew,
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hooked up at the edge, torn in the middle, one remembers
that these webs are not spun in mid-air by incorporeal crea-
‘tures, but are the work of suffering human beings, and are
attached to grossly material things, like health and money
and the house we live in.

But what I find . is that nothing is known about
women before the cighteenth century. I have no model in
" my mind to turn about this way and that. Here am I ask-

¢ ing why women did not write poctry in the Elizabethan

‘age, and I am not sure how they were educated; whether Why has nc
‘they were taught to write; whether they had sitting-rooms
to themselves; how many women had children before they before?
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