Sensory Details Activities
Sensory description uses sight, sound, smell, touch, and taste to sketch an impression in writing. Consider a paragraph without sensory description.

· My sister and I walked along the boardwalk each afternoon of our vacation. We watched the ocean and listened to the waves. Usually we stopped for a snack at one of the many stores that line the boardwalk. Afterwards, we walked along the beach and let our feet get wet.

Now, consider this paragraph with all five sensory descriptors: sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch.

· My sister and I walked along the boardwalk one afternoon on our vacation. The hot boards warmed our bare feet. We watched the foam-covered waves topple over each other and then slide back into sea. The crashing water competed with the exuberant yells from the seagulls. We bought a perfectly oval fluff of pink cotton candy that dissolved sweetly in our mouths. Afterwards, we walked along the edge of the water, letting the warm salty air blow our hair away from our necks as the cool water lapped over our toes.
TASK: Now what can we do to the descriptive paragraph above to add to it some more? Add adjectives? Action verbs? More sensory words?
Vivid vs. Vague Language

The sensory details you select in your writing should create for your reader the same picture you have in your mind. Instead of using vague, general words, your sensory language should be concrete and sensory-packed. This makes the difference between vivid and vague language. Take a look at the comparison between vague and vivid sentences.

	Vague
	Vivid

	The food was unappetizing.
	The pale turkey slices floated limply in a pool of murky fat.

	The sprinkler was refreshing.
	The cool water from the sprinkler sprayed our hot faces.

	The traffic was heavy.
	Our old car puffed as Main Street became clogged with a line of clamoring motorists.


TASK:  Now rewrite these vague sentences into better, more vivid sentences.
The kid was good at basketball.
The afternoon heat was unbearable.

The gross food made me gag.
It was a nice day outside.
TASK:  You can “taste” things you’ve never eaten. Write a sentence or two about each of these items.
Imagine how would sunscreen taste?
Imagine how a new car would taste?

Descriptive: Visit to the Dentist's Office
I push the door open. The bell tinkles, with a soft but shrill ring. A wave of rubber gloves and disinfectant masked with cheap air freshener washes over me. Chairs are cluttered in the waiting room of the dentists. Clusters of magazines lie on the scratched wood of the coffee tables, shiny bright plastic screaming out logos and slogans. A little way forward from where I stand is a desk. A smiling receptionist sits there. She seems to have been expecting me somehow. She indicates to the couches and chairs.

TASK: How can you add sentence variation to the above paragraph? Pick two sentences next to each other, rewrite them with added sentence variation & transitions.
A few nervous patients are already there. They try to avert their eyes from the closed, threatening doors leading to the dental surgery rooms, where an ominous high pitched whirring sound is coming from. Occasionally, I hear a muffled thud, or yell. One by one, the receptionist calls out the patients name; “Baker, John!” or, “Higgins, Samantha!”

Plastered on the walls are dramatic “Before/After” photos. They show horrible, yellow teeth, set crookedly in red raw gums becoming brilliantly white and straight. It makes me feel awful. The walls are painted a stark, clinical white; however photographs of people with toothy grins beam down at me, from newspaper clippings over the years. I start to feel sick just thinking about it. It must be my imagination, but already I can taste the slightly stale, bubblegum flavored gloves, the cool hard metal of the examining probe, and the chink clink it makes when it sometimes collides with my teeth. I try not to gag and concentrate on pleasant thoughts.

TASK: Pick a vague word above and turn that sentence into a more descriptive, vivid sentence.

TASK:  Think of a good catchy descriptive title for the dentist paragraphs above. Write it down. 
e.

