From: Edward Said’s Orientalism

“The Orient and Islam have a kind of extrareal, phenomenologically reduced status that puts
them out of reach of everyone except the Western expert. From the beginning of Western
speculation about the Orient, the one thing the orient could not do was to represent itself.
Evidence of the Orient was credible only after it had passed through and been made firm by the
refining fire of the Orientalist’s work.”

“Modern Orientalism embodies a systematic discipline of accumulation. Far from this being
exclusively an intellectual or theoretical feature, it made Orientalism tend fatally towards the
systematic accumulation of human beings and territories. To reconstruct a dead or lost Oriental
language meant ultimately to reconstruct a dead or neglected Orient; it also meant that
reconstructive precision, science, even imagination could prepare the way for what armies,
administrators, and bureaucracies would later do on the ground.”

From: W.E.B. Dubois’ “The Criteria of Negro Art”

Thus all Art is propaganda and ever must be, despite the wailing of the purists. [ stand in utter
shamelessness and say that whatever art I have for writing has been used always for propaganda
for gaining the right of black folk to love and enjoy. I do not care a damn for any art that is not
used for propaganda. But I do care when propaganda is confined to one side while the other is
stripped and silent.

http:// www.webdubois.org/dbCriteriaNArt.html|
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From: W.E.B. Dubois’ The Souls of Black Folk

After the Egyptian and Indian, the Greek and Roman, the Teuton and 3
Mongolian, the Negro is a sort of seventh son, born with a veil, and gifted
with second-sight in this American world,—a world which yields him no
true self-consciousness, but only lets him see himself through the revelation
of the other world. It is a peculiar sensation, this double-consciousness, this
sense of always looking at one’s self through the eyes of others, of
measuring one’s soul by the tape of a world that looks on in amused
contempt and pity. One ever feels his two-ness,—an American, a Negro;
two souls, two thoughts, two unreconciled strivings; two warring ideals in
one dark body, whose dogged strength alone keeps it from being torn
asunder.

The history of the American Negro is the history of this strife,—this longing
to attain self-conscious manhood, to merge his double self into a better and
truer self. In this merging he wishes neither of the older selves to be lost. He
would not Africanize America, for America has too much to teach the world
and Africa. He would not bleach his Negro soul in a flood of white
Americanism, for he knows that Negro blood has a message for the world.
He simply wishes to make it possible for a man to be both a Negro and an
American, without being cursed and spit upon by his fellows, without
having the doors of Opportunity closed roughly in his face.

http://xroads.virginia.edu/~hyper/dubois/toc.html
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