INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY
PHIL 2010 
Instructor: Jenna Thrasher-Sneathen



E-mail: jthrasher-sneathen@gordonstate.edu
Faculty web page: http://www.gordonstate.edu/Faculty/jthrasher-sneathen/
Office: Academic 216D
Office Phone: 678-359-5452
Office hours: M/W: 12:15-1PM; T/R: 9:30-11AM; 12:15-2PM
PLEASE! PLEASE! PLEASE! Feel free to contact me during the course if you have questions, concerns, problems, thoughts, comments, etc. 
REQUIRED TEXTS
1) Plato: Defense of Socrates, Euthyphro, Crito. Oxford World’s 



   Classics
 2) The Rationalists: Descartes: Discourse on Method & Meditations; 


   Spinoza: Ethics; Leibniz: Monadology & Discourse on Metaphysics. 


   Anchor: 1960.

 3) Bowie, Michaels, and Solomon. Twenty Questions: An Introductory 


    to Philosophy. Wadswort Publishing; 6th edition (March 6, 2006).
COURSE DESCRIPTION

An introduction to the study of philosophy through a consideration of the major problems asked in the discussion of philosophy, including metaphysics, epistemology, and the meaning of human existence and axiology. It is not the purpose of this course to provide definitive answers to the questions discussed, but rather to expose one to the various proposed solutions, to discuss the cogency of various proposals, and to allow one to decide, in light of the evidence offered, which proposal or proposals seem most rationally persuasive.
PURPOSE

Philosophy is a forgotten art in our current world of technology and is not very popular (mainstream) among the general population. A long-standing prejudice of philosophy is that it is out of touch with reality. However, philosophy brings together critical thinking and reflective thinking. In this class, we will investigate various ancient and contemporary philosophical texts that will help us critically examine life and the world in which we live.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES

To appreciate the importance of philosophy


To develop and improve the ability to read philosophical arguments


To critically examine one’s own life and beliefs


To analyze, compare and critique different texts

To participate in constructive and respectful philosophical dialogue 
GRADING
The final grade is determined by numerical average on a 90/80/70/60 system. There are 350 total points in the course. The numeric grades are as follows:


315 points and up = A


280-314 = B


245-279 = C


210-244 = D
The 350 points are broken down as follows:


Exam one: 80 points


Exam two: 80 points


Exam three (final): 80 points


Paper: 50 points

Oral presentation: 50 points 

Class participation: 10 points
At any time you can calculate your grade by dividing your total points earned (NOT THE PERCENT YOU RECEIVED, BUT YOUR POINT TOTAL) by the total possible points. For example, after the first two exams, calculate your average percentage by adding both of your point scores for each exam and dividing by 160 (exam 1 = 80 points and exam 2 = 80 points). After the paper and presentation figure your percent by adding all of your point totals (exam 1 + exam 2 + paper grade + presentation grade) and dividing by 260 (80 + 80 + 50 + 50).
ATTENDANCE
There will be no penalty for any missed class or classes. 

It is however, YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to acquire any missed materials or assignments. Make-up exams will only be given in RARE circumstances with documentation (such as medical or legal) and prior notification to the exam date/time. If no such documentation is presented or no notification is given, then no make-up exam will be administered. 

Perfect attendance for the semester will result in 5 points added to your final point total; however, it is your responsibility to sign the attendance sheet. 
It is your responsibility to sign the attendance sheet during each class period. If you do not sign the attendance sheet, then you will be marked at absent.
READING ASSIGNMENTS:

Below is the list of reading. Note: this list is subject to change. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out the required reading and get the notes. It would be a good idea to exchange contact information with another student if you happen to miss a class.  Some of our reading assignment will come from PDFs that are uploaded on my faculty webpage: http://www.gordonstate.edu/Faculty/jthrasher-sneathen/
PLATO
Translator Notes vii-xvi

Euthyphro 3-23

Translator Notes xvi-xxiii

Defense of Socrates 27-59

Translator Notes xxiii-xxxix

Crito 63-79

TWENTY QUESTIONS

Myth of Cave 264-266


 Russell – Appearance and Reality, 283-284
THE RATIONALISTS


Discourse, 39-127


Meditation I and II


Mediation III and IV


Meditation V and VI

TWENTY QUESTIONS


Locke - Of Identity and Diversity, 339-343


Michaels – Persons, Brains, and Bodies, 347-349


De Beauvoir faculty webpage


Powers faculty webpage


Nietzsche – The Anti-Christ, 79-80


Camus – The Absurd, 45-48


Aquinas – Whether God Exists, 58-60


Kant – Proving the Existence of God by Way of Morality, 67-68


James – The Will to Believe, 74-78


Kierkegaard – The Leap of Faith and the Limits of Reason,71-74


Hobbes – Justice and the Social Contract, 684-688


Hospers faculty webpage

Mill – A Utilitarian Theory of Justice, 688-692



Rawls –Justice as Fairness, 692-697


Engels/Marx –The Immorality of Capitalism, 729-732


Nozick – The Principle of Fairness, 697- 702


Singer –Rich and Poor, 704-707

CLASS PARTICIPATION

 You will come to class prepared to discuss the assigned reading. Participation includes active speaking as well as active listening. An atmosphere of respect, openness and patience is expected in the classroom. You must participate on a semi-regular basis to receive the full credit (10 points). Simply attending the class does not constitute participation. If no participation is observed, then 0 out of 10 points will be awarded.
PAPER/ORAL PRESENTATION

At the end of the semester, students will be required to write a 5-7 page paper incorporating a philosophical novel with course material. In addition to the paper, a 10-minute oral presentation of the paper is required. Students will be assigned both a novel and a paper topic around midterm. The last five class periods will be reserved for student presentations. The general assignment will be to apply your assigned topic to the story presented in the book. This is not a book report. The exact specifications of the paper and presentation will be explicated a bit later in the semester. Paper guidelines will be emailed to students once paper topics and books are assigned.
***Please note that some of these books contain graphic scenes and profanity. If you would like to change books, you need to come speak with me in person well before presentations are due.***
Full titles and authors are listed below:
Author: Daniel Quinn

 Ishmael: An Adventure of the Mind and Spirit
 My Ishmael
The Story of B
 After Dachau.
Author: Albert Camus

The Plague

Author: Viktor Frankl:

A Man’s Search for Meaning

Author: William Forstchen

One Second After
Author: Corrie ten Boom

The Hiding Place
Author: Susan Brison

Aftermath: Violence and the Remaking of a Self
Author: Simone de Beauvoir

A Very Easy Death

Author: Le Ly Hayslip

When Heaven and Earth Changed Places

Author: William Paul Young
The Shack

Author: Neal Shusterman 

Unwind (Dystology Book 1)

Author: Adam Silvera

More Happy Than Not
The last five class periods will be reserved for student presentations.
The general assignment will be to apply your assigned topic to the story presented in the book. This is not a book report.
The exact specifications of the paper and presentation will be explicated a bit later in the semester. Paper guidelines will be emailed to students once paper topics and books are assigned.
EXAMS

 There will be three exams given throughout the course. The exams will include materials covered in class and the assigned readings. Students will be given a list of seven possible exams questions one week before the exam. On exam day, four questions will be chosen from the list. Students must write on all four questions. All exams will be in essay format. Essay format includes complete sentences. No notes, books, etc. are permitted during the exam. Notebook paper and the exam will be provided to the student on exam day. The exams are spread over the semester. One is given approximately the third week of classes, the second is given approximately around midterm, and the third exam will be administered during the scheduled final exam time. The final is not cumulative. 

LATE PAPERS AND MISSING AN EXAMINATION CLASS
Numerous problems are lurking out there to help you miss the paper deadline and exam dates (computer failures, traffic, family crises, etc). Plan ahead and be ready to work around computer problems and the like. Papers will be due at the beginning of the designated class (to be announced). Late papers will be docked a letter grade for every weekday they are overdue. If you know ahead of time (more than three days in advance of the deadline) that you will have a problem completing a paper on time or unable to come to an exam, please contact me.

I am happy to discuss the paper, a reading, an exam, or grade with you at anytime. Talking to me about your exams or the paper is a great way to learn and progress well through the course. 
PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING
To use someone else’s work as ones own, whether intentional or not, is plagiarism and this will not be tolerated.  It is your responsibility to know the rules of citation and use them correctly. If you have any questions about this please do not hesitate to ask.

Plagiarism or cheating (notes, books, etc. are not permitted during the exams) will result in the failure of the paper/exam and possibly the course depending on the severity. In addition, the appropriate figures in administration will be notified. Please refer to the Student Handbook’s section on plagiarism.  
Please turn off cell phone and other electronic devices that could disturb the class (this includes text messaging). 
Try to come to class on time. The entire class is disrupted if you enter late. Please exercise common courtesy.  
All e-mail communication must be conducted from your official school e-mail account. You are obligated to check your e-mail account on a regular basis to ensure that your mailbox does not become full.
Title IX
Gordon State College is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence and stalking.  If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these incidents, know that you are not alone. All faculty members at Gordon State College are mandated reporters.  Any student reporting any type of sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence or stalking must be made aware that any report made to a faculty member under the provisions of Title IX will be reported to the Title IX Coordinator or a Title IX Deputy Coordinator.  If you wish to speak with someone confidentially, you must contact the Counseling and Accessibility Services office, Room 212, Student Life Center.  The licensed counselors in the Counseling Office are able to provide confidential support. 
 
Gordon State College does not discriminate against any student on the basis of pregnancy, parenting or related conditions.  Students seeking accommodations on the basis of pregnancy, parenting or related conditions should contact Counseling and Accessibility Services regarding the process of documenting pregnancy related issues and being approved for accommodations, including pregnancy related absences as defined under Title IX.
 
 
ADA and 504
If you have a documented disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and/or physical accessibility.  The Counseling and Accessibility Services office located in the Student Center, Room 212 can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GSC programs and facilities.  Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements.  For documentation requirements and for additional information, contact Counseling and Accessibility Services at 678-359-5585.  
FINAL THOUGHTS

“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.”               
Martin Luther King, Jr.

“Controversy is only dreaded by the advocates of error.”

 Benjamin Rush

“Controversy is part of the nature of art and creativity.”

 Yoko Ono


“In a controversy the instant we feel anger we have already ceased striving for the truth, and have begun striving for ourselves.”

 Buddha

Please be advised that this course contains controversial topics. In fact, this is what makes philosophy courses so important and fun!!

