INTRODUCTION TO ETHICS
PHIL 2020

Instructor: Jenna Thrasher-Sneathen



E-mail: jthrasher-sneathen@gordonstate.edu
Office: Academic 216D 
Office Phone: 678-359-5452

Office hours: M/W: 12:15-1PM; T/R: 9:30-11AM, 12:15-2PM
PLEASE! PLEASE! PLEASE! Feel free to contact me during the course if you have questions, concerns, problems, thoughts, comments, etc. 
REQUIRED TEXTS
1) Thomas Mappes and Zembaty. Social Ethics: Morality and Social Policy.
McGraw-Hill Companies Inc; 8th edition (2011).

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students examine philosophical thought in the area of ethics. The course provides a survey of major theories of ethics, from early Greek to contemporary. The course also addresses the application of ethical theory to contemporary social issues. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES
 In this course, we will delve into several controversial social dilemmas. This course will enable you to not only think critically about the ethical problems we discuss, but also use the information you learn and apply it to other ethical dilemmas. Part of the philosophical evaluation of these issues will be studying classic schools of ethical thought, learning what is and is not a good ethical argument, and building your own solid argument for specific social dilemmas. 

OVERVIEW

· to recognize and apply basic patterns of logical reasoning within ethical contexts
· to examine your own personal beliefs and build  strong arguments to support those beliefs

· to learn classic theories of ethical thought and arguments for those theories

· to discuss controversial ethical problems in a constructive and respectful environmental

· to become familiar with a variety of ethical problems and the diverse arguments for and against those problems

GRADING
The final grade is determined by numerical average on a 90/80/70/60 system. There are 350 total points in the course. The numeric grades are as follows:


315 points and up = A


280-314 = B


245-279 = C


210-244 = D

The 350 points are broken down as follows:


Exam one: 80 points


Exam two: 80 points


Exam three (final): 80 points


Paper: 50 points

Oral presentation: 50 points 


Class participation: 10 points
At any time you can calculate your grade by dividing your total points earned (NOT THE PERCENT YOU RECEIVED, BUT YOUR SCORE) by the total possible points. For example, after the first two exams, figure your average percentage by adding both of your point scores for each exam and dividing by 160 (exam 1 = 80 points and exam 2 = 80 points). After the paper and presentation figure your percent by adding all of your point totals (exam 1 + exam 2 + paper grade + presentation grade) and dividing by 260 (80 + 80 + 50 + 50).

ATTENDANCE
There will be no penalty for any missed class or classes.

It is however, YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to acquire any missed materials or assignments. Make-up exams will only be given in RARE circumstances with documentation (such as medical or legal) and prior notification to the exam date/time. If no such documentation is presented or no notification is given, then no make-up exam will be administered. 

Perfect attendance for the semester will result in 5 points added to your final point total; however, it is your responsibility to sign the attendance sheet.
It is your responsibility to sign the attendance sheet during each class period.
READING ASSIGNMENTS:

Readings are assigned at the end of each class to be covered during the following class period. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out the required reading. It would be a good idea to exchange contact information with another student if you happen to miss a class. Some of the readings will be PDFs that are uploaded on my faculty webpage: http://www.gordonstate.edu/Faculty/jthrasher-sneathen/

Intro to Death Penalty 105-112


Primoratz –A Life for a Life, 126-132



Nathanson – An Eye for An Eye?,133-139


Intro to Euthanasia 59-66


Rachels –Active and Passive Euthanasia, 67-72


Potts –Objections to the Institutionalization of Euthanasia, 78-82


Young – faculty webpage

Tatum – faculty webpage

Hooks – faculty webpage
Frye faculty webpage


Intro to the Environment 513-519


Baxter –People or Penguins: The Case for Optimal Pollution, 520-525


Leopold –The Land Ethic, 531-537

Guha – Radical American Environmentalism and Wilderness Preservation: A Third Word Critique, 549-557


Singer –All Animals are Equal, 467-477


Warren –Human and Animal Right Compared, 491-498


Cohen- A Case for the Use of Animals in Biomedical Research, 482-490


Mappes – Sexual Morality and the Concept of Using Another Person,164-178


Punzo faculty webpage


Katz faculty webpage


Longino faculty webpage


Wicclair –Feminism, Pornography, and Censorship, 241-246


Intro to abortion 1-10

Paul II faculty webpage

Marquis –Why Abortion is Immoral, 18-24

Warren – On the Moral and Legal Status of Abortion, 10-18


Little – The Morality of Abortion, 46-52

CLASS PARTICIPATION

You will come to class prepared to discuss the assigned reading. Participation includes active speaking as well as active listening. An atmosphere of respect, openness and patience is expected in the classroom. You must participate on a semi-regular basis to receive the full credit (10 points). Simply attending the class does not constitute participation. If no participation is observed, then 0 out of 10 points will be awarded.
PAPER/ORAL PRESENTATION

At the end of the semester, students will be required to write a 5-7 page argumentative paper. In addition to the paper, a 10-minute oral presentation of the paper is required. Around midterm students will be assigned a specific ethical topic for their paper/presentation. The specifications of the paper and presentation will be explicated later in the semester. The last five class periods will be reserved for student presentations.
EXAMS

 There will be three exams given throughout the course. The exams will include materials covered in class and the assigned readings. Students will be given a list of seven possible exams questions one week before the exam. On exam day, four questions will be chosen from the list. Students must write on all four questions. All exams will be in essay format. Essay format includes complete sentences. No notes, books, etc. are permitted during the exam. Notebook paper and the exam will be provided to the student on exam day. The exams are spread over the semester. One is given approximately the third week of classes, the second is given approximately around midterm, and the third exam will be administered during our scheduled final exam time. The third exam will be administered during our scheduled final exam time. The final is not cumulative. 
LATE PAPERS AND MISSING AN EXAMINATION CLASS
Numerous problems are lurking out there to help you miss the paper deadline and exam dates (computer failures, traffic, family crises, etc). Plan ahead and be ready to work around computer problems and the like. Papers will be due at the beginning of the designated class (to be announced). Late papers will be docked a letter grade for every weekday they are overdue. If you know ahead of time (more than three days in advance of the deadline) that you will have a problem completing a paper on time, please contact me.

As previously stated: Make-up exams will only be given in RARE circumstances with documentation (such as medical or legal) and prior notification to the exam date/time. If no such documentation is presented or no notification is given, then no make-up exam will be administered. 

I am happy to discuss the paper, a reading, an exam, or grade with you at anytime. Talking to me about your exams or the paper is a great way to learn and progress well through the course. 
PLAGIARISM
To use someone else’s work as ones own, whether intentional or not, is plagiarism and this will not be tolerated. It is your responsibility to know the rules of citation and use them correctly. If you have any questions about this please do not hesitate to ask.

Plagiarism and/or cheating (notes, books, etc. are not permitted during the exams) will result in the failure of the paper/exam and possibly the course depending on the severity.  In addition, the appropriate figures in administration will be notified. 

Please turn off cell phone, beepers, and other electronic devices that could disturb the class (this includes text messaging). 
All e-mail communication must be conducted from your official school e-mail account. You are obligated to check your e-mail account on a regular basis to ensure that your mailbox does not become full.
Try to come to class on time. The entire class is disrupted if you enter late. Please exercise common courtesy.  
Title IX
Gordon State College is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence and stalking.  If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these incidents, know that you are not alone. All faculty members at Gordon State College are mandated reporters.  Any student reporting any type of sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence or stalking must be made aware that any report made to a faculty member under the provisions of Title IX will be reported to the Title IX Coordinator or a Title IX Deputy Coordinator.  If you wish to speak with someone confidentially, you must contact the Counseling and Accessibility Services office, Room 212, Student Life Center.  The licensed counselors in the Counseling Office are able to provide confidential support. 
 
Gordon State College does not discriminate against any student on the basis of pregnancy, parenting or related conditions.  Students seeking accommodations on the basis of pregnancy, parenting or related conditions should contact Counseling and Accessibility Services regarding the process of documenting pregnancy related issues and being approved for accommodations, including pregnancy related absences as defined under Title IX.
 
 
ADA and 504
If you have a documented disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and/or physical accessibility.  The Counseling and Accessibility Services office located in the Student Center, Room 212 can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GSC programs and facilities.  Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements.  For documentation requirements and for additional information, contact Counseling and Accessibility Services at 678-359-5585.  
House Bill 280

For information regarding House Bill 280, see the University System of Georgia at the following link: http://www.usg.edu/hb280
Religious Holidays

Gordon State College acknowledges that the academic calendar can sometimes conflict with major holidays from among our diverse religious traditions. If a student must miss class due to the observance of a religious holiday, that absence may be excused. To be excused, the student must inform his/her instructors before the absence and make alternate arrangements for any work due at the time of the absence.

An excused absence for the observance of a religious holiday does not excuse student from responsibility for required course work.

FINAL THOUGHTS

“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.”               

Martin Luther King, Jr.

“Controversy is only dreaded by the advocates of error.”

 Benjamin Rush
“Controversy is part of the nature of art and creativity.”

 Yoko Ono


“In a controversy the instant we feel anger we have already ceased striving for the truth, and have begun striving for ourselves.”

 Buddha
Please be advised that this course contains controversial topics. In fact, this is what makes philosophy courses so important and fun!!

