ENGL 1102

Janssen
Essay #1: They Say / I Say

The cornerstone of Graff and Birkenstein’s book is spelled out right there in the title: someone says something, and you respond to it.  It’s so simple that it seems like it doesn’t need to be taught.  It is a natural and fundamental aspect of our lives in communication, probably since Day One.  It’s not always as transparent when it comes to communicating in an academic environment, but the whole point of this class is to emphasize the basic fact that written communication in a collegial context absolutely plays by that same basic rule.  Everything you will write in your academic life, and beyond, is a response to another person or group of people, and the purpose of this first assignment is to make that fact explicit and clear by practicing the “single most important template” (3) in They Say/I Say.
For this essay, you need to accomplish two main tasks.  First, you need to accurately and clearly communicate what Gerald Graff says in “Hidden Intellectualism.”  To do so, you will need to employ the “arts” of summary and quotation.  After you have completed that task, you must respond to what he says in his essay with some variation of a “yes,” “no,” or “okay, but” response; we will cover the “three ways to respond” when we work through chapter 4 of They Say/I Say.  

While reading the basic rules of summary and quotation as Graff and Birkenstein describe them in chapter 3 and chapter 4, you may have noticed that there is no set rule for length.  In other words, they don’t tell us how long summaries and quotations have to be, and for good reason; the length should be determined by the situation. For the practical purpose of this assignment, I would like you to write a 2-page summary of “Hidden Intellectualism.”  This is certainly the longest summary you will have to write this semester,  but doing so will help you to become adept at playing “the believing game” (31).  In this extended summary, you must also include at least one “quotation sandwich,” (47), though you may use up to 3 quotation sandwiches in your summary.

The second part of your essay, the “I say” part, should be 1-2 pages long. You are not required to respond to the entire essay.  You can respond however you wish, but I would advise against trying to cover all the bases.  Instead, zoom in on a point or two that merit a response.  You might wish to cover one idea by agreeing with Graff and another by disagreeing.  You can use the “three ways” in any combination, but each response, whether “yes,” “no,” or “okay, but,” should be obvious.  You are welcome to use any of the templates in chapter 4 to frame your responses.

A rough draft of this essay will be due in class on Monday, July 2.  A final draft will be due on Tuesday, July 3.  Final drafts should be typed, double spaced, no larger than 12pt font, and they should use MLA style for citation, including a Works Cited page.
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I was a Teenage Werewolf (title, centered)

     Whenever there was a full moon, I used to be such a party animal.  I ran with a pretty 

wild pack back then.  .  .  .  and so on.

This is how to format your paper.  You don’t need a separate title page.
