Sentence continuity and paragraph transitions in action:

that our reader stays on toplc. fer to sﬁb]ec;s we’ve already discussed by using key words

such as pronouns that refer back to the squm:.[s of prekus entences. When we are not doing

e may use transitional phrases such as “ggnbet{\ently” to connect our 1deas.[ Consequently,\

by doing all of u rgad with what we-call good flow, even when all they

may be doing is listing a bunch of things that we should do to achleve go sentence contipdity.

Although the judicious use of repetition, key words, and transitions works well to link

sentences, it works even better to link paragraphs. Transitional phrases are especially good at ‘J“qft“ €

this.| For instance,/we could have used another familiar transitional phrase to write the first
sentence of this paragraph as “Not only does the use of repetition, key words, and transitions
work well to connect sentences within a paragraph, but it also works well to connect paragraphs

" After all{ we may use the same gluey tool kit for both taskg Howeveﬁ there is

m hese tools can be used to connect sentences within a paragraph, when

within an essay.
a difference
connecting paragraphs within an essay they must actually do two things: they must refer back to
the topic of the previous paragraph, and then they must shift the reader’s attention to the new
topic of the present paragraph. erhaps it is best to think of paragraph transitions not so
much as bits of molecular glue but rather as big joints within the body of an argument. They are

built of the same wordy material, but they do much bigger jobs.



