 Fall 2018 English 1101 Syllabus & Schedule (MW 8:00 – 9:15)
This syllabus is also available on my faculty web page (Go to “Quick Links” off GSC Homepage; then Faculty Web Page).
Course Description:  ENGL 1101 is a composition course focusing on skills required for effective writing in a variety of contexts, with emphasis on exposition, analysis, and argumentation and including the use of research skills.  Our course has the same division-wide Learning Objectives of all the ENGL 1101 courses, but it is also a First Things First course and includes two survey-type instruments to solicit your feedback so that we can continue to improve the course.  

Dr. Anna Dunlap Higgins-Harrell (“Mama H”)
Office:  The Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning (CETL)

Mama H’s Whereabouts:  In general, I’m in my office in The CETL House 8:15 to 4:00 or 4:30 every day; you are welcome to drop in any day, any time.  My posted “Office Hours” for our class are M-R 9:30-11:30, and I try to never leave the office during those times.  Because I do have lots of meetings and also have to leave the house to conduct CETL business, please verify my whereabouts with a quick phone call (678.359.5095) or a Gordon email:   a_higgins@gordonstate.edu  The CETL House, which is also known as The Georgia House, is a little brick house located directly behind Russell Hall.  
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Part One:  Overview of Our Course 
Course Learning Objectives
1. Students will demonstrate the ability to produce written communication that conforms to Academic Language Conventions and is organized into a series of coherent, unified paragraphs. 

2. Students will demonstrate the ability to assimilate, analyze, and organize information by composing in various formal modes and writing with a clearly developed thesis, strong topic sentences, and effective support. 

3. Students will demonstrate the ability to adapt written communication stylistically to suit a variety of circumstances and audiences. 
Our Course Assessment & Evaluation 
· Participation 



20 %
· Homework



10 %
· Essay One



10 % 
· Essay Two   



25 %

· Essay Three 



25 % 
· Final Exam



10 % 
Our Required Textbook & the GSC Handbook:  

Rosa, Alfred, and Paul Eschholz. Models for Writers: Short Essays for Composition. 12th Ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s,

 2015.  Please bring our textbook with you every day. 
King, Mark, and Wesley Venus. Gordon State College Writing Handbook. 
Accessed at http://www.gordonstate.edu/successcenter/writing-handbook
Materials needed:  miscellaneous items for note taking, for preparing the essays, and for keeping up with handouts, assignments, homework, and returned items.  
Part Two:  Policies & Details about Our Course  
A few “Ground Rules” (to be voted on by class majority vote & then added to our Addendum Page) 
1. Team Protocol Rules 
a. Comp Team Meeting Attendance & Behavior Policy 
b. Daily Team Behavior Policy 
2. Classroom Behavior Rules 
a. Technology policy 
b. Tardiness policy 
c. Class Discussion policy 
d. Lecture Policy

e. Participation policy   

Details and Academic Conduct  
· Participation:  Every day that you arrive on time, stay for the entire class, and are an active participant in our class you will earn attendance points (10 = A+), which will go towards your participation grade.  We will also “do” something almost every day to encourage learning—from practice quizzes to games to activities; some of these activities will carry participation points (10 = A+).  When you are tardy, do not engage with the class activities, or leave early, you will receive a deduction in the day’s participation points at my discretion.  Breaking any other class “Ground Rules” will also negatively impact your participation grade.  Please know that If I see an issue with your participation, I will talk to you about it during week two of class and/or as soon as I see a problem so that you can resolve the issue.        
· Homework:  Homework should be placed on my desk in the classroom or brought to the CETL House.  When you turn in a Homework assignment on time and fully completed, you will receive 10 points towards your Homework Grade (14 x 10 = 140 points = A+).  If you turn in Homework late (12:01 p.m. on Fridays and later), you will receive a deduction at my discretion (usually half credit).    

· Essays:  It is a “Best Practice” to let your teacher review the rough drafts of your essays to make sure that you are on track, so be sure to attend our Comp Team Workshops—and bring a typed rough draft you.  Each completed final draft essay is worth 100 points (the final drafts will include a title page, outline, and Works Cited); turn in final drafts in our classroom or at the CETL House.  I do accept late Final Drafts but apply a five-point-per-calendar-day penalty.
· Final Exam:  The Final Exam is a Quiz Bonanza, which is a series of four quizzes w/ breaks in between to decrease stress and to promote success.  Our Final Exam is scheduled for 8:00 – 10:00 a.m. on Friday, November 30.
· Academic Conduct:  Do not work with anyone on any assignment in our class except for the ways discussed in class (this includes homework).  You must follow this course policy as well as all other college-mandated policies about academic conduct and academic honesty discussed in the Gordon State College catalog.  Academic Misconduct results in one, two, or all three of the following penalties:  a zero on the assignment, a report in the appropriate disciplinary office, and an F for the course.   

Resources and Information

Please see the Addendum Page for additional important information.
Part Three:  Our Tentative Course Schedule  
Below is our tentative daily schedule.  Note these color codes:  Homework is listed in blue (HW) and is listed as “due by Friday” so that you can pick your own unique due date that week.  Essay due dates are listed in red, with final drafts due by Friday so that you can select your own unique due date for those as well; do note that the due date for the final draft of Essay Three is the same for everyone. 
August

Week One:   
W8
Welcome + Activity 
Week Two:  HW 1, 2, & 3 due by Friday noon  
M13
Lecture + activity 
W15
Lecture + activity
Week Three:  HW 4 & 5 due by Friday noon
M20
Activity + Discuss Essay One Illustration
W22
Lecture + Activity 
Week Four:  
M27
Rough Draft of Essay One Illustration due; Comp Team Workshop = complete worksheet & turn both RD and sheet to me; take picture of draft and worksheet for your reference!
W29
Finish Lecture + activity + sign up for “Early Semester Conference” (take picture of sign up sheet)
September 

Week Five:  HW 6 & 7 due by Friday noon 
M3
Labor Day Holiday!  No class 
W5
Activity; “Early Semester Conferences” all week in my office  

Week Six:

M10
Activity 
W12
Activity  
***Final Draft of Essay One Illustration due to me by Friday noon***  
Week Seven:  HW 8 due by Friday noon
M17
Activity + Discuss Essay Two Comparison/Contrast
W19
Activity 
Week Eight:  HW 9 due by Friday noon
M24
Rough Draft of Introduction Paragraph of Essay Two Comparison/Contrast due; Comp Team Workshop = complete worksheet & turn both RD and sheet to me; take picture of draft and worksheet for your reference!   
W26
Activity 
October
Week Nine:  
M1
Rough Draft of Body Paragraphs for Essay Two Comparison/Contrast due; Comp Team Workshop = complete worksheet & turn both RD and sheet to me; take picture of draft and worksheet for your reference!
W3
Activity; Sign up for “Mid-Semester Conference” (take a picture of sign up sheet)
Week Ten:    

M8
No Class:  Fall Break!
W10
Activity  
Week Eleven:  HW 10 due by Friday noon.
M15
Rough Draft of Conclusion of Essay Two Comparison/Contrast due; Comp Team Workshop = complete worksheet & turn both RD and sheet to me; take picture of draft and worksheet for your reference!  “Mid-Semester Conferences” all week in my office
W17 
Activity 
Week Twelve

M22
Activity 
W24  
Activity 
***Final Draft of Essay Two Comparison/Contrast Due to me by Friday noon***
Week Thirteen:  HW 11 due by Friday noon. 

M29
Activity + Discussion of Essay Three Argument 

W31 
Activity 

November
Week Fourteen:  HW 12 due by Friday noon.
M5
Rough Draft of Introduction of Essay Three Argument due; Comp Team Workshop = complete worksheet & turn both RD and sheet to me; take picture of draft and worksheet for your reference!
W7
Activity 
Week Fifteen:  HW 13 due by Friday noon.
M12
Rough Draft of Body of Essay Three Argument due; Comp Team Workshop = complete worksheet & turn both RD and sheet to me; take picture of draft and worksheet for your reference!
W14
Activity
Week Sixteen: HW 14 due by Friday noon.
M19
Rough Draft of Conclusion of Essay Three Argument due; Comp Team Workshop = complete worksheet & turn both RD and sheet to me; take picture of draft and worksheet for your reference!  
W21
Activity 
Week Seventeen 
M26
Activity  
W28
Morning with Muffins; Final Draft of Essay Three Argument due today 
Final Exam:  
 8:00-10:00 a.m. Friday, November 30 
Part Four:    Addendum to Dr. Higgins-Harrell’s English 1101 Syllabus  
Resources for Student Success

Career Services Center (Kuder Interest Assessment; Career readiness, preparation, & assistance; internship preparation & opportunities; Toastmasters; Professional Development Events; Community Engagement & Service Learning; workshops) Student Life Center, Room 229; 678.359.5719

Counseling and Accessibility Services Office (FREE counseling); Room 212, Student Life Center; 678.359.5585
GSC Food Pantry

Student Success Center (FREE tutoring in math, English, and science; Workshops); top floor Student Life Center; 678.359.5156
MAP (Minority Advisement Program) and AAMI (African-American Male Initiative); contact Professor Ryran Traylor for information; rtraylor@gordonstate.edu
Definition of Collusion

According the Division of Humanities, collusion is unauthorized collaboration wherein one receives assistance beyond the norm.  While it is appropriate to seek another’s help in developing one’s skills, it is not appropriate to have another person apply those skills on one’s behalf.  An example of collusion would be a student handing an essay draft to a fellow student, a parent, a former teacher (etc.) who then simply corrects errors.  If authorship of a work or a demonstrated mastery of an applied skill can be attributed to others beyond the individual student, then collusion has occurred.  If I suspect collusion, I will assign a zero to the assignment.

Title IX & Mandatory Reporter Information
Gordon State College is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence and stalking.  If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these incidents, know that you are not alone. All faculty members at Gordon State College are mandated reporters.  Any student reporting any type of sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence or stalking must be made aware that any report made to a faculty member under the provisions of Title IX will be reported to the Title IX Coordinator or a Title IX Deputy Coordinator.  If you wish to speak with someone confidentially, you must contact the Counseling and Accessibility Services office, Room 212, Student Life Center.  The licensed counselors in the Counseling Office are able to provide confidential support. 

Gordon State College does not discriminate against any student on the basis of pregnancy, parenting or related conditions.  Students seeking accommodations on the basis of pregnancy, parenting or related conditions should contact Counseling and Accessibility Services regarding the process of documenting pregnancy related issues and being approved for accommodations, including pregnancy related absences as defined under Title IX.

ADA, IED, and 504

If you have a documented disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and/or physical accessibility.  The Counseling and Accessibility Services office located in the Student Center, Room 212 can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GSC programs and facilities.  Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements.  For documentation requirements and for additional information, contact Counseling and Accessibility Services at 678-359-5585.  
Religious Holidays 

Gordon State College acknowledges that the academic calendar can sometimes conflict with major holidays from among our diverse religious traditions.  If a student must miss class due to the observance of a religious holiday, that absence may be excused.  To be excused, the student must inform the instructor before the absence and make alternate arrangements for any work due at the time of the absence.  An excused absence for the observance of a religious holiday does not excuse students from responsibility for required course work. 

School-Related Absences

If a student must miss class due to a school-related activity (sports, field trips, etc.), that absence may be excused.  To be excused, the student must inform the instructor before the absence and make alternate arrangements for any work due at the time of the absence.  An excused absence for a school-related activity does not excuse students from responsibility for required course work.
GA HB 280  
For information about this legislation, please follow the attached link. University System of Georgia Guidelines on House Bill 280
